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CIRCULAR No. 010 of 23 May 2011 
 

To:  All Surveyors/ Ship Operators & Managers 

Applicable to flag:  All Flags 

Subject:  CARRIAGE OF PUBLICATIONS ON BOARD SHIPS 

Reference:  Safety - IMO-MSC-MEPC.2/Circ. 2 

 

Following MSC-MEPC.2/CIRC.2 issued on June 01, 2006, the Maritime Safety Committee together 

with Marine Environmental Protection Committee provided requirements on carriage of publications on 

board ships. The publications listed on the table below are explicitly required by IMO instruments and 

shall always be carried on board. 

 
 

The International Code of Signals and the IAMSAR Manual Volume III shall always be carried on 

board the vessel in the form of a hard copy. This is due to the fact that both publications are for 

emergency use. On the other hand, all publications regardless the format, should be the latest 

editions or duly corrected up to date. In case where copies of national regulations incorporating the 

provisions of the required instruments are provided on board, publications of such instruments need 

not to be carried on board. 
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Other IMO publications such as the SOLAS, MARPOL, LL, COLREG and STCW Conventions shall 

also be carried on board either in hard copy or electronic format. As stated in IMO guidelines: “These 

publications, although not expressly required by IMO instruments, may need to be carried on board in 

order to improve the crew’s knowledge and to enhance the implementation of IMO instruments”. 

 

All parties shall take this circular into consideration in future surveys / audits.  

 

 

      Kindest Regards,  
Cosmin Bozenovici 
Naval Architect – Conarina Technical Head Office 

 


